Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 00441 I90038Z 
ACTION LA- 12 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 ONY-00 /0I3 W 

050727 I90042Z/65 

R 18I838Z JAN 78 
EM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8791 

CONEIDENTIAL SEOUL 441 

STADIS/////////////// 

EA/K ONLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, KS 
SUBJ: E-16'S EOR KOREA 

REF: STATE 10805 

EMBASSY HAS NOTED REFERENCE TO E-16 CONSENSUS IN PARA 4 
OP REFTEL AND WE ASSUME THAT REASON FOR DELAYING DECISION 
ON P-16 LOA REQUEST IS CONSTRAINT IMPOSED BY MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE CEILING. IP THIS IS THE CASE, EMBASSY BELIEVES 
THAT RATHER THAN POSTPONING DECISION ON LOA, US, WHOULD 
TELL KOREANS THAT CEILING MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE EOR US TO 
APPROVE PUNDING EOR F-16 UNTIL NEXT YAR BUT THAT TRANSFER 
HAS BEEN APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE AND THAT DELAY OP ONE YEAR 
IN APPROVAL OP LOA WILL NOT HAVE ADVERSE APFECT ON 
DELIVERY DATE OR PRICE OF F-16'S. 

2. WE RELIEVE THAT KOREANS ARE SUPPICIENTLY PAMILIAR 
WITH OUR MILITARY ASSISTANCE CONSTRAINTS TO UNDERSTAND 
AND RELUCTANTLY ACCEPT EXPLANATION COUCHED IN THESE TERMS, 

AND IT IS OUR VIEW THAT THIS PROCEDURE SHOULD BE ACCEPTABLE 
TO INTERAGENCY COMMUNITY. TO LEAVE THIS ISSUE HANGING 

IN LIMBO EOR ANOTHER YEAR PENDING FURTHER REVIEW AT THAT 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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TIME EOR WHATEVER REASON, WOULD NOT BE UNDERSTOOD IN 
PRESENT ATMOSHPHERE IN KOREA AND COULD IN ADDITION LEAD 
THEM TO RECONSIDER THEIR PRESENT POLICY OP DEPENDIENCE ON 
THE US EOR SOPHISTICATED MILITARY AIRCRAPT. 

3. EMBASSY ALSO BELIEVES THAT BY UNDERMINING THE 
RELIABILITY OP OUR COMMITMENTS IN ONE AREA, SUCH AS THE 
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PROVISION OF A JET FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, WE INEVITABLY INDUCE 
DOUBTS ABOUT OUR RELIABILITY IN OTHER AREAS AS WELL. 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE HAS GIVEN THE ROKG HIS ASSURANCES. 

THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO BEGIN CREATING DOUBTS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: APPROVAL OF PROCEDURE OUTLINED 
PARAGRAPH I ABOVE. 

SNEIDER 
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